
 
 
 
 

CITY 
 
SUBJECT: 2012 International Buildin
  
TYPE OF VOTE: Simple Majority
  
ACTION REQUESTED: 
Direct staff to prepare text amendments for the adoption of the 2012 International Building 
Codes, after consideration of the recommended significant changes listed on
 
BOARD/COMMISSION REVIEW
The Building Review Board (BRB) reviewed and provided feedback on the building code 
significant changes on February 15, 2012 and March 21, 2012, and made recommendations 
support all 42 items on August 15, 
 
COUNCIL ACTION PREVIOUSLY TAKEN

Date  Item No. Action
4/17/2012 I11 Directed staff to seek public input on the 2012 International 

Building Code, but exclude the sprinkler regulation for single
family detached homes.  (6

9/18/2012 L4 Tabled
of agenda item

  
DEPARTMENT: Transportation, Engineering and Development
  
SUBMITTED BY: John Rutkowski 

Anastasia Urban 
  
FISCAL IMPACT:  
No change to City's operating or capital budget.
 
BACKGROUND: 
Building codes establish a minimum standard for construction to ensure the health, safety and 
welfare of the general public that occupy the resulting structures.  The current adopted codes 
include the following: 

 

 
 
 
 

CITY COUNCIL AGENDA ITEM 

2012 International Building Code Recommendations 

Simple Majority 

 
Direct staff to prepare text amendments for the adoption of the 2012 International Building 
Codes, after consideration of the recommended significant changes listed on Attachment 1.

BOARD/COMMISSION REVIEW:   
The Building Review Board (BRB) reviewed and provided feedback on the building code 
significant changes on February 15, 2012 and March 21, 2012, and made recommendations 

August 15, 2012.  

COUNCIL ACTION PREVIOUSLY TAKEN: 

Action 
Directed staff to seek public input on the 2012 International 
Building Code, but exclude the sprinkler regulation for single
family detached homes.  (6-3) 
Tabled to October 2, 2012 to provide for additional time for review 
of agenda item.  (9-0) 

Transportation, Engineering and Development 

John Rutkowski – Development Team Leader 
Anastasia Urban – Development Manager 

No change to City's operating or capital budget. 

Building codes establish a minimum standard for construction to ensure the health, safety and 
f the general public that occupy the resulting structures.  The current adopted codes 

Direct staff to prepare text amendments for the adoption of the 2012 International Building 
Attachment 1. 

The Building Review Board (BRB) reviewed and provided feedback on the building code 
significant changes on February 15, 2012 and March 21, 2012, and made recommendations to 

Directed staff to seek public input on the 2012 International 
Building Code, but exclude the sprinkler regulation for single-

to provide for additional time for review 

Building codes establish a minimum standard for construction to ensure the health, safety and 
f the general public that occupy the resulting structures.  The current adopted codes 
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• International Building Code (2006) 
• International Residential Code (2006) 
• International Fire Code (2006) 
• International Plumbing Code/Private Sewage Disposal Code (2006) 
• International Mechanical Code (2006) 
• International Fuel Gas Code (2006) 
• International Property Maintenance Code (2006) 
• International Code Council Electrical Administrative Provisions (2006) and National 

Electric Code (2005) 
• International Energy Conservation Code (2009)* 
• Illinois State Plumbing Code (current)* 
• Illinois Accessibility Code (current)* 
• Life Safety Code (2006)* 
• National Fire Code (current)* 

 
Since codes are ever evolving to keep pace with new technology, materials and trends in the 
building industry, it is recommended to review and adopt the latest codes on a regular basis to 
ensure continued quality and safe construction.  It should be noted that some codes are 
mandatory and cannot be amended, unless amendments are stricter than the mandated code.  The 
mandatory codes have been identified with an asterisk (*) above.   
 
An overview of the 2012 Building Code Update schedule and milestones is provided below.  Per 
Council input in the fall of 2011, the Building Review Board (BRB), comprised of experts in the 
field of building construction, was involved early in the process to provide an outside perspective 
on the code update and to provide the City Council with a final recommendation following the 
public input process.  The BRB and City Council actions are bolded for reference. 
  
  MILESTONE 
Oct-11 

Teams review & discuss new codes Nov-11 
Dec-11 
Jan-12 Teams reconvene, identify significant changes 
Feb-12 

Present significant changes (chart/bullet format) to BRB Mar-12 
Apr-12 Present significant changes (chart/bullet format) to City Council 
May-12 Public Review Period including: IL Homebuilders, NAHC, and the general public 
Jun-12 
Jul-12 Teams complete pre-final draft recommendations 
Aug-12 BRB recommends 2012 code changes to the City Council 
Sep-12 City Council review and recommendations for text amendments  
Oct-12 Draft text amendments and notification to the Capital Development Board 
Nov-12 Final adoption by City Council - Effective January 2013 
Dec-12 
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DISCUSSION: 
Since the BRB and City Council initially discussed preliminary code changes, additional 
opportunities for public input were made available through two public meetings, the project web 
page, comment forms and discussions with staff.  It should be noted that staff met with the 
Northern Illinois Homebuilders Association formally on two occasions.  Feedback received 
through this public input period has been incorporated into the table on Attachment 1.   
 
Throughout the building code update process, the topic that garnered the most discussion related 
to the installation of sprinklers in residential structures (Attachment 1, # 38).  Based on public 
feedback, BRB discussion and City Council direction in April, this item would be amended in 
the Naperville Municipal Code to not require sprinklers in single-family detached homes and 
duplexes.  It should be noted that as proposed, consistent with the 2012 IRC, sprinklers would 
still be required in single-family attached homes (townhomes).  No public comments were 
received regarding the requirement of sprinklers in townhomes. 
 
In addition to the changes identified in the 2012 International Building Code Changes, an 
overview of the existing local (Title 5) amendments is provided in Attachment 2.  While much of 
the text included in Title 5 of the Naperville Municipal Code addresses administrative items, or 
coordination with other code provisions (i.e. zoning), there are a few provisions which are 
stricter, or more flexible, than provided for in the most recent International Building Codes.  It 
should be noted that these codes are currently in place and are being enforced through plan 
review, permit issuance and inspections.   A general discussion of these items is provided in 
Attachment 2, for reference.  Upon City Council direction, Title 5 of the Naperville Municipal 
Code will be updated to incorporate the 2012 International Building Codes, including local 
amendments.   It is anticipated that the text amendments will be presented to the City Council for 
a first reading in November 2012. 
 
Building Review Board Recommendations 
The BRB reviewed and considered the 2012 International Building Codes over the course of 
three meetings.  The insight received from the BRB was invaluable to the process based on the 
board’s representation of the building industry, which include representatives with backgrounds 
in electric, plumbing, contracting and architecture.  In February and March staff presented the 
significant changes to the BRB.  Subsequently, the BRB made recommendations on the 
significant changes on August 15, 2012.  A copy of the meeting minutes is provided in 
Attachment 3.   
 
At the August 15 meeting, BRB members sought clarification on a few items, however made 
recommendations which concurred with staff on all 42 items.  There was only one specific item 
that did not receive a unanimous vote, which relates to a new provision in the National Electric 
Code (NEC) requiring arc-fault protection in additional rooms in residential structures 
(Attachment 1, #18).  Arc-fault protection essentially cuts the power to an electrical device if it 
detects an irregular current resulting from a frayed or malfunctioning electrical cord that serves 
the electrical device before it arcs and causes a fire. 
 
This topic received discussion at the public meetings and the BRB, resulting in a final 
recommendation to adopt the NEC as published (BRB 5-2).  The 2005 NEC currently requires 
arc-fault protection in sleeping areas; however, the 2011 NEC would require arc-fault protection 
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in additional rooms throughout a home.  The code was expanded with safety in mind since the 
use of electrical devices throughout a home is more prevalent while materials used in fabrics for 
couches and rugs are more flammable.   
 
September 18, 2012 City Council Meeting 
The City Council opened discussion of the significant changes listed on Attachment 1 on 
September 18, 2012.  The City Council discussed two items from Attachment 1 relating to 
domestic kitchen exhaust make-up air (Attachment 1, #8) and arc-fault protection for dwelling 
units (Attachment 1, #18).  In order to provide for additional time for review of all of the 
building code significant changes, a motion was made to table the agenda item to October 2, 
2012. 
 
Summary  
All significant building code changes were vetted through a variety of interest groups on several 
occasions throughout the process.  Based on the feedback received during the public input 
process, and the corresponding adjustments made by staff to amend the code, staff believes that 
the BRB's recommendation will ensure safer building construction without overly burdening the 
building community. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
Direct staff to prepare text amendments for the adoption of the 2012 International Building 
Codes, after consideration of the recommended significant changes listed on Attachment 1. 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 

1. Recommended 2012 International Building Code Changes 
2. Overview of Existing Local (Title 5) Amendments 
3. August 15, 2012 Building Review Board Minutes  
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